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Early Childhood Education I

Course Description
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course is designed for students to gain knowledge for careers in early childhood from birth to age eight.  Areas of study include, but not limited to: creating a positive age appropriate learning environment, interacting with children, creating learning activities, health and safety skills, and proper nutrition and parenting practices. It is recommended that students attain CPR certification by the end of this course.
Course Code:350015
Program(s) of Study to which this Course Applies
· Early Childhood Education

	Course Content
	Reference Standards
	Crosswalk to Common Core Academic Standards
	Crosswalk to Nebraska Academic Standards
	Comments

	1.  Describe knowledge, skills and practices required for careers in early childhood education and services. 
	AAFCS (4.1)

KS (ESS09.01-09.11)

KS (HMPA05.01)

KS (HMPA01.01)
	
	
	

	1.1  Research careers and the knowledge, skills and practices needed in an early childhood education and/or related service area.
	KS (EDPC 04.01-02)

AAFCS (4.1, 4.1.1, 4.1.3, 4.1.5)
	
	
	

	· Examine the roles and functions of individuals engaged in early childhood education and services

· Describe the types of programs offered for child care

· Identify factors that promote quality standards in child care settings

· Summarize education and training requirements for career paths in early childhood education

· Create an employment portfolio for use with applying for internships and work-based learning opportunities in early childhood education

· Investigate and develop skills and procedures necessary for seeking and retaining employment
	
	
	
	

	2.  Analyze developmentally appropriate practices to plan for early childhood, education and services.
	AAFCS (4.2)

KS (HMPA 10)

KS (EDPC 01)

KS (HMPA03)

KS (EDPC 02)
	
	
	

	2.1  Describe concepts and activities that are developmentally appropriate for children from birth to age 8.
	KS (HMPA 10.01-02)

KS (EDPC 01.01)

KS (EDPC 01.07)
AAFCS (4.2.1, 4.2.4, 4.2.5)

CCA 1.3

CCA 3.3

CCA 2.1

CCA 2.3

CCA 2.5
	
	
	

	· Explore child development theories and their implications for educational and childcare practices

· Describe each of the domains of development:  physical, emotional, social, cognitive/intellectual, language, self-help, and moral development

· Explore abilities and needs of children and their effects on children’s growth and development

· Identify multiple strategies that promote children’s growth and development

· Review developmentally appropriate screening and assessment tools
	
	
	
	

	3.  Identify a safe and healthy learning environment for children.
	AAFCS (4.4)

KS (HMPA 06)

KS(ESS 06)

KS (HMC 06)

CC (B-C some Level 1s, some Level 2s)
	
	
	

	3.1  Be aware of the characteristics of a safe and healthy learning environment for children from birth to age 8.
	KS (HMPA 06)

KS (HMPA 03)

KS (EDPC 02.01 &.04)

AAFCS (4.4.1, 4.4.2, 4.4.3, 4.4.4, 4.4.6)

CC (C 1.5)

CC (B 1.13)

CC (B 2.2)
	
	
	

	· Evaluate safe and healthy learning environments

· Identify safe and healthy practices according to state and federal regulations

· Identify the nutritional needs and plan nutritious meals and snacks that meet regulations for child care programs

· Describe and Demonstrate pediatric first aid and safety procedures for example CPR, nose bleed, etc. 

	
	
	
	

	4.  Explore a variety of curriculum and instructional methods to help meet children’s developmental needs and interests.
	AAFCS (4.3)

KS (EDPC 03)

KS (HMPA 04)
	
	
	

	4.1  Plan developmentally appropriate lessons for preschool aged children.
	ESS03.04.01

KS (HMC 10.01)

KS (HMPA 04.01)

KS (HMPA 10.01-02)

KS (EDPC 03.02-03)

KS (EDPC 04.01)

CC (A 1.3, 1.6)

CC (A 3.1, 3.6)

CC (A 2.5, 3.6, F 1.2)
	
	
	

	· Examine current technology practices used in early childhood education



·  Explore the Nebraska Guidelines for ages birth to 8  that encompass the seven domains of learning and development:  social & emotional development, approaches to learning, health & physical development, language and literacy development, mathematics, science and creative arts

	
	
	
	

	5.  Demonstrate techniques for positive collaborative relationships with children and families.
	AAFCS (4.5)

KS (HMPA 02.02)

CC (D-SED Level 1, E Level 1)
	
	
	

	5.1  Describe a positive learning environment for children birth to age 8.
	KS (HMPA 02.01-03)

KS (HMPA 05.02)

KS (HMPA 07.01)

KS (EDPC 03.01)

KS (EDPC 01.06)

AAFCS (4.5.1, 4.5.2, 4.5.3, 4.5.4)

CC (D LLD Level 1)

CC (E 1.5)

CC (D Level 1)

CC (D-SED 3.1-3.5)
	
	
	

	· Develop verbal, nonverbal, and written communication skills

· Demonstrate techniques for maintaining positive relationships

· Demonstrate interpersonal skills that promote positive and productive relationships with children and families

· Demonstrate knowledge of positive guidance strategies

· Demonstrates realistic expectations about children’s’ abilities and needs

· Investigate problem-solving skills for children and families

· Implement strategies for constructive and supportive interactions between children and families

· Organize a data bank of community resources
	
	
	
	





Reference Standards Sources
· KS = Career Clusters Knowledge and Skills Statements. Revised 2008. National Career and Technical Education Foundation, Silver Spring, MD. www.careerclusters.org.
· CC = Nebraska’s Core Competencies for Early Childhood Professionals
· AAFCS = American Association of Family and Consumer Science
Contributors
Secondary: Kristin Skorupa-Lincoln Northeast High School, Lisa Bartlett-Scottsbluff High School; Jessica Meyers- Lincoln North Star H.S.; Anne O’Connor- North Platte H.S.
Postsecondary: 
NCE Staff:
Other: 






Other Information
	Suggestions for innovative teaching and learning strategies:
	· [List suggestions here]

· 

	Related assessments:
	· [List course-level assessments here]

·  

	Extended learning opportunities:
	· [List opportunities here]

· 



Creation date: 3/6/10?
Approval date: 
Revision date (July 22, 2013.): 

	Last revised October 4, 2012	Page 2
